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Preface
It is our pleasure to report the publication of the Proceedings of the 25th International Symposium on 
Superconductivity (ISS2012) held at TOWER HALL FUNABORI in Tokyo, Japan, December 3-5, 2012 
sponsored by International Superconductivity Technology Center (ISTEC). The aim of the conference was to 
bring together scientists, engineers, business administrators providing an opportunity for presentations, 
discussions and information exchange of the latest science and technical developments in the field of 
superconductivity. For this purpose it is very important to promote worldwide cooperation. 
From 18 countries 507 scientists and engineers participated in the ISS2012 and made the symposium so 
successful. On the first day, a special session in memory of the late Prof. Shoji Tanaka, who had been 
responsible as the chairperson of the organizing committee in ISS since 1998, was held, and 3 special plenary 
lectures by K. Kitazawa of Japan Science and Technology Agency, P. C.W. Chu of University of Houston, and 
Z.X. Zhao of Chinese Academy of Sciences, and 7 plenary lectures were presented. Totally 411 papers were 
presented, including these plenary lectures, 63 invited talks, 62 contributed oral presentations, and 286 poster 
presentations. These presentations were arranged in the following sessions; (a) Plenary lecture, (b) Physics and 
Chemistry, (c) Wires, Tapes, and Characterization, (d) Films, Junctions and Electronic Devices, (e) Large 
Scale System Applications. The programs were summarized with 3 closing addresses, given by H.-H . Wen 
(Nanjing University: Physics and Chemistry / Vortex Physics), H.C. Freyhardt (Universitaet Goettingen: Wires, 
Tapes, and Characterization), and K. Tanabe (ISTEC: Films, Junctions and Electronic Devices). 
The papers in a special issue of Physics Procedia and Physica C each are arranged in such a way that the 
plenary talks come first, followed by oral presentations and poster presentations in relevant sessions. The 
poster presentations are divided according to each Symposium session.  
To ensure the high publication standard mandated by Physics Procedia / Physica C, every paper was 
reviewed by at least one referee, and in some cases two referees before it was accepted for publication. As 
editors of the Proceedings, we would like to express our sincere appreciation to all of referees involved in the 
evaluation of the papers for their invaluable contribution. Our special thanks go to members of the 
International Advisory Committee for their assistance in recommending invited speakers and also to Program 
Committee, who selected the papers and arranged the program. Finally, the Editors hope that this symposium 
as well as the publication of Proceedings becomes the highest international standards so as to significantly 
advance the field of superconductivity. 
Shin-ichi Uchida 
Keiichi Tanabe 
